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 Perhaps it’s because the 
 state was formed during 
 one of our country’s most 
 significant historical times.  
 Perhaps it’s because the 
 Appalachian people do 
 more than just preserve 
 their history - they respect 
 it.  Or perhaps it’s because 
 there are roads you can 
 travel and places you can 
 go in West Virginia that 
 make you feel like you’ve 
 gone back to a simpler 
 time.
 Whatever the reason, 

 history thrives in West Virginia.  Since gaining admission 
 to the Union as the country’s 35th state on June 20, 1863, 
 West Virginian’s have had a place in our country’s most 
 significant moments from Brigadier General”Stonewall” 
 Jackson to General “Chuck” Yeager.
 From the history of coal to the civil war, you will find 

 something that brings history to life.  Across the state, 
 more than 200 museums provide residents and visitors 
 with extraordinary looks at the history and tradition that 
 is West Virginia, and are as diverse as the state itself.  
 There are seven glass museums, three police museums, 
 nine transportation museums, two children’s museums, 
 six African-American museums, four religious sites, two 
 farm museums, seven restored schools, sixty historic 
 house museums and the list goes on and on.  But, it is 
 safe to say, there is truly something here for everyone.
 “Museums are the repository for the state’s heritage,” 

 quotes James Mitchell, Curator of the West Virginia State 
 Museum in the Culture Center, located in Charleston, the 
 state capital.
 The State Museum, founded in 1905, is the oldest 

 museum in the state.  At the State Museum, visitors 
 depart from the Great Hall, with its hanging collection of 
 quilts, and follow a showpath through 26 different 
 discovery rooms, covering everything from the state’s 
 pre-history to the impact of mining and accounts of West 
 Virginians at war.  There are three art galleries, focusing 
 on music, crafts, and painting and sculpture; and more 
 than two dozen audio or visual commentaries that 
 provide additional information to interested individuals.  
 Even the floors are a learning experience, as they change 
 from representations of barefoot ancestor tracks to 
 depictions of railroad tracks.  It is a cultural theme park, 
 where one hour will provide a broad history of the state.
 Accessibility is a high priority for the state, and special 

 programs are available to help sites increase their 
 usability by persons with disabilities.  At the State 
 Museum, visitors can maneuver through the building via 
 ramps, escalators and elevators or borrow mobility 

 devices; and, according to the 
 West Virginia Association of 
 Museums, more than 25% of 
 the state’s museums are 
 compliant with the Americans 
 with Disabilities Act (ADA).  
 But, because of the age and 
 historic nature of many of the 
 sites, not all meet the 
 accessibility requirements of 
 the ADA.  Visitors are 
 encouraged to do their 
 homework before visiting an 
 individual location.
 Each of West Virginia’s 

 Designated Retirement Communities (DRC) offers a 
 variety of ways to learn more about its particular culture 
 but perhaps none is more powerful than museums.  The 
 Exhibition Coal Mine in Beckley, the West Virginia 
 Museum of American Glass in Weston, Easton Roller 
 Mill in Morgantown, the Those Who Served War 
 Museum in Princeton, the Railroad Museum in Hinton, 
 the Carnifex Ferry State Park Museum in Summersville 
 or the History Center Museum in Buckhannon.  These are 
 places where you can learn about important facets of life 
 that bring West Virginians together while, at the same 
 time, respects their uniqueness.
 In Monongalia County, the Old Stone House is 

 maintained and run as a gift shop by Service League 
 volunteers to provide this funding. There are no paid 
 employees. Built in 1795, it is the county’s oldest stone 
 dwelling and is listed on the National Historic Registry. A 
 simple, two-story rectilinear structure whose facade 
 boasts two lower-floor doors and two upper-floor 
 windows, the Old Stone House now shelters a gift and 
 craft shop. In past lives, it functioned as a tannery, 
 tailor’s shop, Methodist church, and tavern (among other 
 incarnations).
 In Lewis County, see and experience early Appalachian 

 life at the boyhood home of Thomas “Stonewall” 
 Jackson. The Historic District includes the Jackson 
 Family Mill Museum, the Blaker Grist Mill (still fully 
 operational), the McWhorter Cabin, Mountain State 
 Heritage Center and the Mary Conrad Cabin. Guided 
 tours are offered of the Historic area. You are also 
 welcome to visit the general store, sit on the porch for a 
 spell, feed the friendly ducks, or enjoy some refreshing 
 lemonade. Over the years, the Jackson farmstead was 
 divided and passed through several hands. In 1921, 
 property that included the original Jackson homestead 
 was given to West Virginia University to establish a 
 youth facility. The deed agreement required that the 
 homeplace marker be maintained.

 (See History on back page)
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 Top 10
 Reasons
 to Come
 Home!

 Recommended
 Inc., Forbes, Kiplinger’s Personal Finance 
 and  Where to Retire  list West Virginia cities 
 among the country’s best places for business 
 and living.

 Central
 We’re within overnight trucking distance of 
 more than half of the U.S. population - and a 
 third of the Canadian population.

 Profitable
 Business costs are 13 percent below the U.S. 
 average.

 Growing
 The state has attracted $6.6 billion in new 
 investment and almost 23,000 new jobs since 
 2005.

 Global
 Investments from 23 countries employ 22,000 
 West Virginians. Meanwhile, we exported $3.97 
 billion in 2007.

 Affordable
 Living costs are 4.5 percent below the U.S. 
 average.

 Safe
 The state has one of the lowest crime rates in 
 the country.

 Home
 Low property taxes help West Virginia lead the 
 nation in home ownership.

 Popular
 Eleven million overnight leisure travelers visited 
 the mountain state last year.

 Natural
 West Virginia’s 50 state parks and forests offer 
 more than 800 miles of hiking trails and 5,000 
 acres of fishing waters..

 “Whether you are 

 looking for 

 excellent retiree 

 services, safe 

 communities, 

 exceptional 

 healthcare facilities 

 or a low cost of 

 living, our state 

 offers this and so 

 much more.”
 - Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin
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 Upshur County Upshur County

 Calendar of Events:
 With Fall quickly approaching, we’re 

 making plans for the upcoming crisp, cool 
 air while enjoying late summer festivals.  

 ONGOING:
 * WEDNESDAYS: Open Session at 

 Dough Re Mi
 * THURSDAYS: Bluegrass Preserves
 * FRIDAY & SATURDAYS: Films 

 at Lascaux Micro Theatre 
 * SATURDAYS: every other Saturday 

 - Planetarium Shows
 September:
 * Tuesday Evenings: Stained Glass 

 Class
 * Sunday Afternoons: Historical 

 Society Museum Summer Exhibit
 * September 9th: Arts Festival
 OCTOBER:
 * October 14th & 15th: Hay Rides at 

 the WV Wildlife Center
 * October 21st & 22nd: Spooky Night 

 Tours at the WV Wildlife Center
 NOVEMBER:
 * November 11th: Veteran’s Day 

 Parade
 * November 19th & 20th: Holly Jolly 

 Christmas Craft Shows
 * November 26th & 27th: Christmas 

 Craft Show
 DECEMBER:
 * December 2nd: Buckhannon 

 Christmas Parade
 * December 3rd: Rock Cave 

 Christmas Parade
 FEBRUARY:
 * February 2nd: Groundhog’s Day 

 Celebration

 The past few years have been outstanding for 
 Buckhannon & Upshur County, including becoming 
 the latest Retirement Community in West Virginia!

 Nestled amid rolling farmland in north-central West 
 Virginia, the town of Buckhannon stands as a 
 testament to historic preservation, revitalization and 
 small-town charm, making it a great place to live & 
 visit.  Community collaboration & conversations have 
 pushed this town along to become one of the most 
 notable small towns in West Virginia.  Lush flowers 
 line Main Street, creating a garden-like experience 
 while you stroll, shop and dine downtown.  Other 
 beautification projects - like the development of a 
 new boat launch - throughout the County create a 
 cohesive feeling throughout the entire region, adding 
 more amenities for all to appreciate.  

 Today, structures within the Downtown Historic 
 District welcome visitors and residents with their mix 
 of restaurants, specialty gift shops and antique outlets, 
 as well as an art gallery, specialty shops and a 
 coffeehouse.  Spend hours - or all day - hunting 
 Depression-era glass, vintage art or your own piece of 
 classic Americana. Need a coffee break? Grab a latte 
 or cappuccino at the Daily Grind Coffee House, 
 where outdoor seating allows you to soak up a little 
 sun or just people-watch.

 After a morning or afternoon of shopping, refuel at 
 C.J. Maggie’s American Grill, or stroll down the 
 street to Fish Hawk Market, Market Bistro, 88 
 Restaurant & Lounge, æ CafÈ - all locally owned 
 favorites. And bring your appetite - everything is 
 delicious!

 Within 15 minutes of downtown Buckhannon, the 
 small town atmosphere transforms into the Great 
 Outdoors that truly makes West Virginia 
 Wild and Wonderful.  
 Whether hiking or biking 
 along easily accessible 
 trails, kayaking or fishing 
 in the rivers and streams 
 or enjoying a walk 
 around the WV Wildlife 
 Center’s wooded path, 
 this area will satisfy 
 your need to connect 
 with spectacular scenery.   

 You will “Fall in Love” with 
 Upshur County.... 304-473-1400

 www.VisitBuckhannon.org
 info@VisitBuckhannon.org�

 What Small Town 
 Charm Is All About

 VisitBuckhannon.org
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 Toll Free 1-800-446-6161 Toll Free 1-800-446-6161
 www.Jancare.com

 Jan Care
 Ambulance
 Service Inc.

 Jan Care
 Ambulance
 Service Inc.
 “The Only 

 One To Call”

 Calendar of Events

 September 27 - October 1 Rocket Boys 
 Festival www.rocketboysfestival.com

 October 1 - Rocket Run 5K / 10K / Kids 
 Run during Rocket Boys Festival               
 304-252-7328
 October 1 - Beckley’s 26th Annual Chili 
 Night 304-256-1776
 October 29 - Tailgate Halloween by Youth 
 Museum of Southern WV      304-252-3730
 October 29 - YMCA Southern WV 
 Spooktacular Family Fun Fest 304-252-0175
 November 4-18 - Wonderland of Trees by 
 United Way Southern WV 304-253-2111
 November 11 - Beckley Veteran’s Day 
 Parade 304-256-1776
 November 24 - Annual YMCA 
 Thanksgiving Day Run & Walk                
 304-252-0715
 November 25-26 - Appalachian Coal Town 
 Christmas Celebration             304-256-1747
 December 2-3 - Appalachian Coal Town 
 Christmas Celebration 304-256-1747
 December 3 - Beckley’s Christmas Parade 
 304-256-1776
 December 10-11 - Appalachian Bible 
 College Christmas Concert      304-877-6428
 December - Winterplace Ski Resort Opens 
 800-607-7669

 “A rugged mountain region, with large rushing rivers of pure 
 clear water and full of the grandest scenery I have ever beheld.”-
 -A young Rutherford B. Hayes on southern West Virginia during 
 his tenure in the Civil War. 

 Beckley is one of the largest towns in southern West Virginia 
 with a history dating back to the Civil War. The Union Army 
 was commanded in Beckley by Colonel Rutherford B. Hayes 
 and his aide was Lt. William McKinley. Their headquarters was 
 located on what is now Main Street in Beckley.  

 Scott Worley, historian for the Beckley Historical Society, says 
 Beckley was at a crossroads during the war. “We were a way 
 point on the road between the Kanawha Valley, the Logan area, 
 Princeton, and the New River Valley of Virginia. The road went 
 right through the center of town. So there were lots of troop 
 movements, some skirmishes and guerilla activity in the 
 region.” 

 Both armies camped at Wildwood House, the home of 
 Brigadier General Alfred Beckley, who named the town after his 
 father.   

 Wildwood House Museum

 Placed on the National 
 Register of Historic Places 
 in 1971, the original 
 Wildwood double log 
 structure was built in 1836. 
 In 1850, a kitchen, dining 
 room, and porches were 
 added and the entire 
 structure was covered with 
 clapboard and painted 
 white. 

 Lovingly restored and 
 filled with period antiques, 
 many owned by the 
 Beckley family, 
 ‘Wildwood’ played a 
 significant part in early 
 Raleigh County history. In 

 its rooms, Beckley spent many an hour pondering the future of 
 the area, and in 1850, he drew up a bill proposing the formation 
 of Raleigh County. 

 After the Civil War, General Beckley devoted the remainder of 
 his life to the betterment of the town, serving as lawyer, 
 preacher, teacher, politician and peacemaker. He died May 26, 
 1888, just 86 years to the day from his birth and was put to rest 
 in sight of his beloved ‘Wildwood.’ 

 Periodically, Wildwood House hosts living history 
 demonstrations of the Civil War era. Worley says these 

 Beckley is rich in History

 demonstrations help show what life was like for soldiers and 
 settlers during that time. 

 “Although you will find battle reenactments in our area, such 
 as the Battle of Lewisburg, 
 living history demonstrations 
 are often wrapped around 
 reenactments to show what 
 life was like for settlers, says 
 Worley. “A one-hour battle 
 may be reenacted over 
 several days, and there will 
 be events set up for visitors 
 to see. Sometimes there are 
 lectures on Civil War topics, 
 a high tea for the ladies. One of the most interesting things 
 I’ve seen was a round table featuring General Lee and several 
 other Civil War era generals. The “generals” took questions 
 from the audience about their battles and the war.” 

 Wildwood House is open to the public for museum tours and 
 celebrates a Founders Day celebration each year. It is open for 
 pre-arranged tours - please call (304) 252-3730 to make 
 arrangements or email: info@beckleymine.com.

 The Beckley Grist Mill 

 In addition to the Wildwood House, General Alfred Beckley 
 is connected to another historical site that has only been re-
 discovered in the past few years. 

 In 1838, Beckley built a mill on Piney Creek, to the east of 
 the city. The mill started as a water-powered sawmill, then 
 became a grist mill; there was a plan drawn up for a carding 
 factory, but it was never implemented.  Worley Road, which 
 leads out of the Wildwood Cemetery, connects not only the 
 mill, but also Wildwood House.  

 Although some local historians knew about the mill, a trail 
 leading to it became inaccessible after a city dump covered an 

 Wildwood House of Beckley            Photo by: Kimberly Bowen

 Living History Photos by: Cindy Worley
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 Jack Tanner, Executive 
 Director

 Raleigh County
 Beckley, WV 25801

  304-255-1397
 www.raleighseniors.org

 Beckley ARH Hospital
 Appalachian Regional Healthcare

 The Medical Centers of the Mountains

 255-3000
 (304) 252-9400

 Kevin Lucky, 
 D.D.S.

 110 Johnstown Road
 Beckley, WV 25801

 304-255-0717

 old wagon road. Scott Worley of the Beckley Historic Landmarks Commission, 
 recalls finding the mill nearly 30 years ago after he and a companion ‘heard that a 
 mill existed down there, so we found it.’

 The old stone mill was essentially forgotten for 170 years or so, until some 
 members of the Piney Creek Watershed Association, in wondering about the creek 

 flowing through the gorge, discovered it 
 again. 

 “The mill really speaks to the 
 industrialization of Raleigh County,” says 
 Tom Sopher, City Councilman and president 
 of the Raleigh County Historical Society, 
 “because the mill pre-dates the railroad that 
 came later. It was just a little bit of water 
 trickling down Piney Creek that led to this 
 discovery.”

 Although the site is not easily accessible right now, Sopher says there are plans 
 in the works to build a park with walking paths and signs that share the history of 
 the area with the public, and also link to other southern West Virginia landmarks. 
 “We are building a trail from Piney Creek to the New River and then to the 
 Bechtel Summit Scout Reserve, a total of nearly 14 miles,” he says. “Wouldn’t it 
 be great if the Boy Scouts build part of the trail when they return for Jamboree in 
 2017?” 

 An ad hoc group of community volunteers worked for several years, writing 
 grants, clearing the land around the mill, and preserving its history. This group 
 became the Beckley Mill Committee, drawing its members from The City of 
 Beckley, PCWA, Raleigh County Historical Society, Beckley Sanitary Board, 
 Raleigh County Cycle Club, Piney 
 Creek Trail Committee, National 
 Park Service, and the Raleigh 
 County Commission.

 Step by step, progress is being 
 made to improve access to the mill. 
 The mill site has been determined to 
 be eligible for listing on the 
 National Register of Historic Places, 
 and that application is in the process 
 of being filed.

 This past winter, three landscape architecture students from WVU offered a 
 rendering of what the whole site might look like some day, complete with a 
 Visitor’s Center off I-64’s exit 124. 

 “It was really exciting to see what might be,” says Sopher. “The new bypass 
 being built in Beckley, called the Z way, is near the mill site and where the 
 proposed park might be. We envision a place where people could stop in, look at 
 maps of the area, and be able to see this beautiful area. I think there’s great value 
 in the site for tourism; there could be walking, biking, and hiking trails all around 
 Piney Creek.”

 Kevin Bailey,
 D.D.S.

 411 Carriage Drive
 Beckley, WV 25801

 304-252-4897

 Did you hear that? 

 What’s a look at the history of an area 
 without a look at some ghost tales? 
 Beckley has them!

 One story concerns vandals who broke 
 into a Wildwood Cemetery crypt. They 
 stole the skull of ‘Bub’ Prince, a 
 prominent Beckley businessman who 
 lived in the 1800s. The skull was thrown 
 off a bridge and has not been seen again. 
 However, sometimes the crypt door is 
 found ajar, even when large pieces of 
 marble have been installed to hold in 
 place!

 The Raleigh County Courthouse, 
 located on Beckley’s Main Street and 
 built in the 1930s, is rumored to be home 
 to a female apparition in a red dress. 
 Her identity is unknown, but she is thought to be either a former employee or a 
 relative of someone convicted in the courthouse! 

 As you visit our area, just be aware that there might be more than meets the eye! 

 West Virginia Retirement Times

 Grist Mill Photos by Steve Brightwell

 The Prince mausoleum at Wildwood 
 Cemetery              Photo by Scott Worley

   A spooky fountain at the Courthouse!              Photo by Kimberly Bowen
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 Greater Morgantown DRC

 Activities, Fairs & Festivals
 Want more information? 

 Call 1-800-458-7373 
 or visit us at www.tourmorgantown.com

 October 8 - Morgantown Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show
 October 9 - West Virginia Chestnut Festival

 November 11 - West Virginia Arts & Crafts Christmas 
 Spectacular

 November 26 - Small Business Saturday
 Arts Monongahela

 Want more information? 
 Call 304-291-6720 or visit us at 

 www.artsmon.org
 Monongalia County Parks

 Chestnut Ridge Park
 Want more information? 

 Call 304-594-1773 or visit us at 
 www.chestnutridgepark.com

 Camp Muffly 4-H Camp
 Want more information? 

 Call 304-284-8484
 Mason-Dixon Historical Park

 Want more information? 
 Call 304-879-4101 or visit us at 

 www.masondixonhistoricalpark.com

 Morgantown History Museum
 Want more information?  Call (304) 319-1800 

 or visit us at 
 www.morgantownhistorymusuem.org

 Monongalia Arts Center
 Want more information?  

 Call 304-292-3325 or visit us at 
 www.monarts.bizland.com

 Tuesdays - Life Drawing Studio Sessions
 Thursday - Morgantown Poets

  (Third Thursday/month)
 Thursday - Bluegrass Jam
 Saturday - Drum Circle 

 (First and second Saturdays/month)
 Osher  Lifelong Learning Institute

 Want more information? 
 Call 304-293-1793 or visit us at 

 www.olliatwvu.org
 Senior Monongalians, Inc.

 Want more information? 
 Call 304-296-9812 or visit us at 

 www.seniormons.org
 West Virginia Botanic Garden

 Want more information? 
 Call 304-594-0153 or visit us at www.wvbg.org

 October 7 - WV Botanic Garden Family Walk
 November 4 - WV Botanic Garden Family Walk

 West Virginia Public Theatre
 Want more information? 

 Call 1-877-999-9878 or visit us at 
 www.wvpublictheatre.com

 West Virginia University
 Want more information? 

 Call 304-293-SHOW or visit us at 
 http://calendar.wvu.edu/

 October 1 - WVU Football vs. Kansas State
 October 22 - WVU Football vs. TCU

 November 5 - WVU Football vs. Kansas
 November 19 - WVU Football vs. Oklahoma

 December 3 - WVU Football vs. Baylor

 Calendar of Events

 Fall is the perfect time in Morgantown
 Fall is the perfect time to take advantage of 

 Morgantown’s scenic beauty and comfortable weather.  
 From exciting outdoor adventures to colorful mountains 
 and fun fairs and festivals, Morgantown provides a 
 variety of fall fun and the perfect setting for an autumn 
 weekend getaway.

 The rugged terrain is a mountain biker, hiker or rock 
 climber’s dream.  These outdoor enthusiasts can get all 
 the adventure they can hope for at Coopers Rock State 
 Forest or nearby Chestnut Ridge Park.  Over 50 miles of 
 trails wind over ridges, valleys and cliffs and the main 
 overlook provides one of the most breathtaking views of 
 the Cheat River at Coopers Rock and Chestnut Ridge 
 Park also provides license-free catch and release fishing.  
 Cathedral State Park takes your drive about an hour out of 
 town along a curvy back road.  Cathedral is home to 
 ancient and majestic hemlocks.  Then take a trip to 
 Cranesville Swamp Preserve, where Birders will catch a 
 glimpse of dozens of rare plants and animals.  

 For a more relaxing stroll or bike ride, try the Caperton 
 Trail that runs along the Monongahela River through the 
 heart of Morgantown.  Connecting trails, like Decker’s 
 Creek Trail and Mon Trail, will connect you to Preston 
 County or Marion County, where the terrain goes from 
 paved to crushed limestone and the elevation climbs to 

 over 1,000 feet.  Access all three from the Hazel Ruby 
 McQuain Riverfront Park.  

 While outdoor adventures are a main attraction in the 
 Greater Morgantown area, the wide range of fairs and 
 festivals is a must see as well.  Start the season off with 
 the West Virginia Wine and Jazz Festival, September 17-
 18, at Camp Muffly.  Join local wineries, live jazz 
 musicians, artisans and gourmet food vendors for this ID 
 required event.  Bring a blanket or chair and park yourself 
 in the midst of the action with a bottle of wine.  

 The same weekend, you can lace up your tennis shoes or 
 just come cheer on the runners during the Morgantown 
 Marathon.  A new event in its second year, this new race 
 draws runners from all over the United States.  The route 
 isn’t the easiest but we like to call it “almost heavenly”.  
 The Morgantown Marathon kicks off with a community 
 event on Thursday, September 15th.  

 The following weekend continue to libations of craft 
 brew.  The West Virginia Black Bears brings a  new craft 
 beer festival called “Homerun and Hops” to the ballpark.  
 Sample over 50 beers from all over and enjoy the ballpark 
 from another perspective on Saturday, September 24th 
 from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  Only a limited amount of 
 tickets will be sold for this 21 and over event.  
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 Always a local favorite is the 
 “Spirit of WV award winning” 
 Preston County Buckwheat 
 Festival (September 29-Oct 2).  
 The Buckwheat Festival is a long 
 tradition in the area where endless 
 stacks of buckwheat pancakes, 
 crafts, entertainment, games, 
 carnival rides, livestock exhibits 
 and parades are on the list of main 
 attractions.  Head to Kingwood 
 and enjoy this county fair in all of 
 its glory, where the locals and the 
 volunteer fire department roll out 
 the red carpet to celebrate the 
 harvest season of the buckwheat 
 crop.

 When October rolls around, leaf 
 peeping season is in full swing.  
 The mountains are a beautiful 
 pattern of quilt colors in red, gold 
 and orange.  So, come for the leaf 
 peeping and stay for the events!  
 October’s hit-list is just as 
 exciting!  On October 7th, Main 
 Street Morgantown, Arts 
 Monongahela and WVU Parent’s 
 Club partner up with a wonderful 
 event.  WVU Fall Family 
 weekend and the Arts Walk have 
 collaborated together for a fun 
 filled weekend.  Friday night starts 
 with Arts Walk where downtown 
 businesses and restaurants will 
 stay late to showcase live music, 
 local artisans and great dining.  
 Spend this relaxing evening 
 strolling through downtown.  

 And the most anticipated event of 
 the fall is naturally, Mountaineer 
 Football season. The Friday night 
 Homecoming Parade is always a 
 favorite.  And, if you don’t have a 
 ticket, pick a seat in one of the local 
 restaurants.  We’re sure you’ll join up 
 with some Mountaineer fans, those 
 with tickets or without.  Homecoming 

 weekend rolls around October 2nd.

 For more information about area 
 attractions and events, please contact 
 the Greater Morgantown Convention 
 & Visitors Bureau at 800-458-7373 or 
 online at www.tourmorgantown.com.  
 Visit one of our three Visitors’ 
 Centers in the area located at; 341 

 Chaplin Road and 201 High Street in 
 Morgantown or 137 South Price 
 Street in Kingwood.  A staff member 
 will show you where to go and tell 
 you about all of the hidden gems.

 By:  Cindy Coffindaffer Colasante,
 Greater Morgantown CVB 
 Director of Marketing & Visitor Services



 Welcome to historic Lewis 
 County, where history and 
 heritage are preserved to share 
 with visitors.  One of two 
 internationally known landmarks 
 in Lewis County is historic 
 Jackson’s Mill.  Settled in 1801 
 by Colonel Edward and 
 Elizabeth Jackson, the family 
 developed two mills, blacksmith 
 shop, store and the first post 
 office in 1809.  The colonel’s son Cummins Jackson took 
 possession of the 
 community after his 
 father’s death and 
 later raised his 
 nephew, Thomas J. 
 Jackson, “Stonewall 
 Jackson”.  Today the 
 mill remains a 
 functioning gristmill 
 which produces flour 
 and corn meal 
 available at the 
 General Store.  
 Historical tours and demonstrations can be enjoyed 
 at WVU Jackson’s Mill.  This facility is also the 
 first state 4-H camp and boasts several unique 
 cabins, a lodge, hiking trails and the historic Mount 
 Vernon Dining Hall fashioned after George 
 Washington’s Mount Vernon. 

 The Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum is the largest 
 hand cut stone building in America.  Visitors enjoy 
 several options of historic and architectural tours in 

 this 

 magnificent 
 building.  This 
 landmark formerly 
 housed the state 
 mental health 
 facility.  The history 
 of mental health is 
 explained through 
 interactive tours at 
 this location.  

 Restoration of this jewel is ongoing by 
 the Jordan family who are passionate 
 about their historic endeavors. 

 The Mountaineer Military Museum 
 affords multiple displays to respectfully 
 remember our soldiers and their service 
 to our country.  Guests may view 
 artifacts and memorabilia from various 
 wartime efforts and learn of the history 
 of the wars that shaped America and 
 those who fought to preserve our 

 freedom.
 In recent history Lewis County was home to a successful glass 

 making industry.  The WV Museum of American Glass provides 
 over 15,000 pieces of glass manufactured in America; many of 
 those pieces were hand 
 crafted here in Lewis 
 County.  The museum 
 has an extensive 
 research library, hands 
 on educational exhibits, 
 and is home of the 
 National Marble 
 Museum.  Appalachian 

 Glass continues 
 to produce hand 
 blown glass and offers guests an opportunity to observe 
 the work in progress.   The American Art Glass Studio also 
 offers glass blowing demonstrations on Main Avenue in 
 Weston.    

 Lewis County Chamber of Commerce and the Lewis 
 County Convention and Visitors Bureau extend a warm 

 invitation to you 
 and your family 
 to experience our 
 historical 
 community and 
 our hometown 
 hospitality.  

 Sherry Rogers
 Executive 
 Director
 Lewis County 
 Chamber of 
 Commerce
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 Mountain Lakes Designated Retirement Community

 Calendar of Events

 Experience Lewis County!
 2016

 Schedule of Events
 October

 Annual Glass Gathering-Museum of 
 American Glass

 Zombie Paintball Shooting Range - 
 TALA

 Zombie Shooting Range-TALA
 Haunted House-TALA

 Fall Festival-TALA
 Halloween Buffet-WVU Jackson’s Mill
 Lewis County Chamber of Commerce 
 Annual Dinner-WVU Jackson’s Mill

 Asylum Ball-TALA
 SJMH Safety Fair-SJMH

 Halloween Buffet-WVU Jackson’s Mill
 Trunk or Treat-H&M Motors
 Trick or Treat-Countywide

 November
 Open House-Candle Creations
 Veteran’s Day Parade-Weston
 Veteran’s Day Celebration ñ 

 Mountaineer Military Museum
 Veterans Day Dinners: Robin’s Nest 
 Travel Center, Hackers creek Library

 Thanksgiving Buffet-Stonewall Resort, 
 Robins Nest Travel Center, WVU 

 Jackson’s Mill
 Weston Christmas Parade

 Jane Lew Christmas Parade
 Small Business Saturday

 Small Business Marketplace

 December
 Winter Lights-WVU Jackson’s Mill

 Breakfast with Santa-WVU      
 Jackson’s Mill

 Sunday Brunch with Santa-       
 Stonewall Resort

 Polar Express-Stonewall Resort

 February
 Valentine’s Day Dinner; Robin’s Nest 

 Travel Center, Stonewall Resort,   
 Thyme Bistro

 Chocolate Tasting-Museum of  
 American Glass

 Souper Bowl Sunday-Hackers        
 Creek Library
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 Four Seasons Four Seasons

 Among some of the most rugged mountainous terrain in 
 all of central Appalachia, the region surrounding the 
 Bluefields has a fascinating and highly significant history, 
 dating to numerous Native American villages along the 
 rivers which course through the beautiful if foreboding 
 landscape. Pinnacle Rock State Park’s pillar of granite 
 demonstrates the forces of nature which created the 
 limestone valleys and bluestone granite deposits which 
 mark the region of the Two Virginias.
 The first Europeans entered 

 the remote valleys in the years 
 after the American Revolution, 
 fiercely fighting the original 
 inhabitants for possession of the 
 rich farmlands of Mercer and 
 Tazewell counties. These 
 settlers carved out a hardy 
 existence, farming, hunting, and 
 assisting western settlers along 
 the Trail of the Lonesome Pine. 
 Largely southern in sympathy 
 during the Civil War, the 
 settlers found themselves split 
 along state lines after the birth 
 of West Virginia in 1863. 
      However, soon after the 

 creation of the Mountain State 
 out of the Old Dominion, large 
 deposits of bituminous coal 
 began to attract massive 
 industrial investment into the 
 often impenetrable mountains. 
 Soon, the Norfolk & Western and later the Virginian 

 History 

 railroads chose the Bluefields for their regional 
 headquarters. Hundreds of coal mines opened up in 

 southern West Virginia and southwestern 
 Virginia, bringing thousands of European 
 immigrants and African American coal 
 miners to swell the region’s population.
 Large cities such as Bluefield and 

 Princeton sprang up to serve the growing 
 population of miners and their families who 
 mined the coal which transformed America 
 from a rural to an urban nation. The 
 abundant and plentiful energy enabled the 
 United States to become a world power, 
 defending democracy in World War I and 
 II. The region’s national significance was 
 demonstrated by the exclusive reliance of the 
 United States Navy upon “smokeless” coal 
 from the region.
 With a rich past which tells the story of 

 opportunity and development, the Bluefields 
 await a new chapter in their rich and 
 fascinating history. Notable attractions in 
 the area include the Eastern Regional Coal 
 Archives, Mercer County War Museum, 

 Historic Crab Orchard Museum, Princeton Railroad 
 Museum and several others. 

 Heritage &



 the Saunders One Room School 
 House - also in Lowell, Jordan’s 
 Chapel, in Pipestem - the oldest 
 church in our county that was also 
 used as a one room school house and 
 hospital during the Civil War, and 
 much more. 

 For more information on our 
 county’s history or upcoming events, 
 please visit our website at 
 www.ExploreSummersCounty.com. 

 You can also request a Historic 
 Hinton Walk Tour Guide or Summers 
 County Visitors Guide by emailing  
 info@exploresummerscounty.com, 
 calling 304) 466-5420, or by visiting 
 our website. 

 We hope to see you around!  
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 Three Rivers Retirement Community Three Rivers Retirement Community

 Calendar of Events
 For more information and 

 more up-to-date events visit 
 our events calendar on 

 ExploreSummersCounty.com 

 SEPTEMBER
 2-3: 2016 Kayak Bass Fishing 

 OPEN Competition 
 3: Three Rivers Avian Center 

 Open Tour
 3: Bluestone Walk at Pipestem 

 Resort State Park
 4: 10-mile Bluestone Turnpike 

 Hike at Pipestem Resort State 
 Park 

 4: Lilly Mountaineers at 
 Pipestem Resort State Park

 3-4: Festival of the Rivers 
 10: Bluestone Walk at Pipestem 

 Resort State Park
 8-11: Culturefest World Music & 

 Arts Festival 
 16: Comedy Zone! at the 

 Pipestem Spa & Event Center
 17: Graham House Chili Dinner 

 & Celebration 
 24: Bluestone Walk at Pipestem 

 Resort State Park

 OCTOBER 
 1: Bluestone Walk at Pipestem 

 Resort State Park
 8: Oktoberfest at the Pipestem 

 Spa & Event Center 
 8: Bluestone Walk at Pipestem 

 Resort State Park
 15-16: 50th Annual Railroad 

 Days 
 21: Comedy Zone! at  the 

 Pipestem Spa & Event Center 
 22-23: 50th Annual Railroad 

 Days 

 NOVEMBER 
 18: Comedy Zone! at the 

 Pipestem Spa & Event Center

 DECEMBER
 3: Hinton’s Annual Christmas 

 Bazaar & Parade 
 3: Murder Mystery Dinner at the 

 Pipestem Spa & Event Center
 16: Comedy Zone! at the 

 Pipestem Spa & Event Center

 Recurring Events:
 Sat Evenings: Open Mic Night 

 at Chestnut Revival
 Tuesday Evenings: Summers 

 County Farmers Market
 Friday Mornings: Summers 

 County Farmers Market
 Sunday Mornings: Pipestem and 

 Pence Springs Flea Markets

 History Abounds in Summers County! 
 With over 200 sites recognized by 

 the National Register of Historic 
 Places, the Hinton Historic District 
 is filled with remnants of the past. 
 Construction started around the late 
 1800s in our town, and continued to 
 grow until the decline of the steam 
 engine. 

 Some streets of Hinton are still paved in the 
 original brick, laid piece by piece by hard working 
 men so many years ago. In the streets of our Historic 
 District you’ll find several museums including the 
 Veterans Memorial Museum -  inside of an old 
 Carnegie Library, the Campbell Flannagan Murrell 
 House Museum - the oldest residence standing in the 
 Historic District, and the Hinton Railroad Museum - 
 which hosts our annual Railroad Days Festival. This year 

 just so happens to be 
 the 50th Anniversary of 
 Railroad Days, so 
 count on it being a big 
 one! Last year, the 
 train alone carried in 
 over 4,000 people to 
 the festival!

 Outside of Hinton you’ll 
 find the statue of the 
 legend, John Henry - in 
 Talcott where he stands 
 erect in front of the Great 
 Bend Tunnel , the Col. 
 James Graham House in 
 Lowell - one of the oldest 
 and most historic homes 
 in our county, which was 
 built in 1770 and taken 
 under Indian raid in 1777, 

 Mural in downtown Hinton. 

 John Henry, the Steel Drivin’ Man. 

 The oldest church in Summers County. It 
 was used as a one room school house and 
 hospital during the Civil War. 

 A glimpse inside the 
 Hinton Railroad Museum. 

 Aerial l view of the 49th Annual Railroad Days Festival. 

 One of the oldest and most historic 
 homes in Summers County. It was  built in 
 1770 and taken under Indian raid in 1777. 



 History is being made every day.   And from 
 days past to the present day, Nicholas County is 
 rich in history - historical events, locations, and 
 people.  Here is a glimpse of some of the 
 Nicholas County 
 history you may not 
 know.

 Nicholas County 
 has 13 locations 
 listed on the 
 National Register of 
 Historic Places; is 
 full of Civil War 
 history including the 
 Carnifex Ferry 
 Battlefield State 
 Park and the story of 
 Nancy Hart a Confederate 
 spy who helped burn part 
 of Summersville and is 
 buried on Manning Knob 
 near Richwood; has 
 memories of the railroad 
 days in Richwood 
 including the restored C & 
 O Railroad Train Depot 
 and the Cranberry Tri-Rivers Rail Trail which 
 includes a tunnel and a rebuilt train trestle 
 bridge; and is home to the Summersville Dam 
 and Lake which is celebrating it’s 50 year 
 anniversary this year.

 Other interesting things of historical 
 significance: the Summersville Lake Retreat 
 Lighthouse overlooking Summersville Lake 
 with 122 steps and a working beacon; the Rt. 19 
 Powell’s Mountain Goat who has been around 

 for years, has a 
 following of 
 locals and 
 tourists, and has 
 its own 
 Facebook page; 
 and the two 
 county high 
 schools who are both celebrating over 100 
 years of educating 
 students - Nicholas 
 County High School and 
 Richwood High School.

 There are many other 
 historical events, 
 locations and people that 
 make Nicholas County 
 rich in history.  We invite 
 you to visit us and take a 
 glimpse of our history.  
 We, also, invite you to 
 become a member of one 
 of our local 
 communities 
 in Nicholas 
 County and 
 help us make 
 Nicholas 
 County history 
 present and 
 future.

 Audrey Williams
 Executive Director
 Nicholas County Alive! DRC

 For additional information, contact:
 Audrey Williams, Executive Director

 Nicholas County Alive! DRC
 P.O. Box 385

 Summersville, WV 26651-0385
 email: nichdrc@gmail.com

 (304) 872-1112
 Summersville Chamber of Commerce

 (304) 872-1588
 email: info@summersvillechamber.com
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 421 Main Street
 Summersville, WV 26651

 304-872-2777
 NEIGHBORS CARING FOR NEIGHBORS

 FREE Home deliveries of prescriptions 
 in Nicholas County and Cowen

 “It’s nice to know you have a neighbor that cares.”

 NICHOLAS PHARMACY

 William A. 
 McCourt, Jr.

 500 Court St.
 Summersville, WV 26651

 304-872-5651 (Phone)
 304-872-5652 (Fax)

 LOSCH &
 MCCOURT, PLLC

 Bright Horizons 
 Sheltered Workshop 
 of Nicholas County

 Bright Horizons 
 Sheltered Workshop 
 of Nicholas County

 304-742-6202 304-742-6202
 • Graphics • UPS  Shipping

 • Document Shredding
 • Bottled Water Distribution

 16810 Webster Road
 PO Box 730

 Craigsville, WV 26205

 www.swnicholas.com
 Community Rehabilitation Program

 433 Craigsville Road, Suite 2
 Craigsville, WV 26205

 FAST, DEPENDABLE SERVICE!

 304-742-5001
 Hours: M-F 9AM-7PM

 SAT 9AM-2PM • SUN. Closed

 J&J Body/Frame 
 & Towing, Inc.

 24 Hour Towing & Road Service
 Body Shop & Auto Repair

 3664 Canvas Nettie Rd.
 Canvas, WV 26662

 304-872-0952
 Joe Humphreys, Owner

 AAA Accepted • M/C & Visa Accepted
 Heavy Hauling In-State & Out-of-State

 Fo res t • Streams • Dreams

 Monongahela National Forest Is Your Back Door

 B RUCE  D ONALDSON , P RESIDENT

 190 Middletown Road
 Richwood, WV 26261

 (304) 846-2862

  New River Trading
 613 Hughes Streets
 Summersville, WV

 - OPEN -
 Monday - Saturday 

 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
 (304) 872-3137

 We Buy:  Ginseng , 
 Yellow Root and 

 Other Root and Herbs 
 Call for price and full list

 NICHOLAS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
 A GLIMPSE OF HISTORY

 Note:  Photos and information for this 
 article were provided in part by:  the 
 entities in this article, various 
 websites and publications. For more 
 information about Nicholas County 
 contact: The Nicholas County 
 Historical and Genealogical Society, 
 the Richwood CVB, the Summersville 
 CVB, City of Richwood, City of 
 Summersville. 

 CALENDAR OF EVENTS:

 Second Week Of October‚ 
 30th Annual Mountain Color Art 
 Show City Hall, Richwood. 
 Info 304-846-6782
 Last Of October ‚ 
 Annual Community Halloween 
 Block Party
 Summersville. Info 304-872-1211
 Last Of October ‚ 
 Annual Harvest Party
 Richwood.  Info 304-846-6790
 First December ‚
 Annual Richwood Christmas Parade
 Downtown Richwood. 
 Info 304-846-2591
 First Of December ‚ 
 Annual Summersville 
 Christmas Parade
 Downtown Summersville. 
 Info 304-872-1211
 First Of December ‚ 
 Annual Christmas Arts & Crafts Show
 Nicholas County High School, 
 Summersville.
 Info 304-872-2141
 First Of March 2017 ‚ 
 Annual Home  & Garden Show
 Summersville.
 Info 304-742-6320
 April 2017 ‚ 
 Annual Feast Of The Ramson
 Richwood
 Info 304-846-6790



 In Mercer County, consider a visit to the Dr. Robert McNutt House is the only 
 house left standing in Princeton after the town was burned during the Civil War. 
 The House is on the National Register of Historic Places. The McNutt House 
 was used as headquarters during the war for Lt. Col. Rutherford B. Hayes and 
 Sgt. William McKinley (both past U. S. Presidents). The McNutt House was 
 also used as a hospital during May 1862. 

 Where would history be without a few ghosts?  In Raleigh County, you can 
 take part in a Ghost Tour of the county seat in Beckley.  The candlelight 
 walking tour is held on Saturdays only. Walk-by tours of Downtown Historical 
 Beckley include several mansions, the Raleigh County Court House, a 1931 
 Theatre plus several coal baron houses on Kanawha St. Tours are held from 
 June - September at 8pm. Interior tour of the Historical Soldiers and Sailor 
 Memorial Theatre is included.

 Carnifex Ferry Battlefield State Park is located high above the Gauley River 
 in Nicholas County.  This park marks the location of a key battle that 
 determined West Virginia’s eventual secession from the Old Dominion to join 
 the Union North. You can walk through manicured lawns in the battlefield to 
 uncover old cannons, or if you’re a bit more adventurous, take some of the 
 trails to overlooks or even down to the Gauley River several hundred feet 
 below.

 West Virginia has a bunch of small settlements, spread all over. They all 
 needed names and many of them had very few residents to please. The result?  
 A slew of wild, wonderfully named towns crammed into every nook and cranny 
 of the state. While traveling in Summers County, take a moment to find one of 
 these towns.  Jumping Branch an unincorporated community was named by 
 settlers who entered the area using a fallen log across a creek.

 RetireWV’s newest DRC is Upshur County boasts six sites listed on the 
 National Register of Historic Places.  These include the Agnes Howard Hall on 
 the campus of WV Wesleyan College, Fidler’s Mill and French Creek 
 Presbyterian Church, located in southern Upshur County and the Post William 
 Mansion in Buckhannon.  

 For more information on visiting some of the many historical sites in West 
 Virginia, contact the Division of Tourism at https://gotowv.com/ 

 History  continued from cover


