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 Haunted Sites of West Virginia
 If you Google “ghost stories, West 

 Virginia,” you will find dozens of links to 
 take you to some of the most famous sites 
 in the country for ghostly and otherworldly 
 encounters, like the Moundsville 
 Penitentiary, the Capital grounds in 
 Charleston, the Mothman in Parkersburg.  
 But many of these stories take place in the 
 backyards of West Virginia’s Designated 
 Retirement Communities (DRC).

 Our haunted journey starts in Lewis 
 County.  Many will have heard of the 
 Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum, formerly 
 known as Weston State Hospital, described 
 by http://www.ghostswv.com  “as a fortress 
 that housed the mentally ill.” A National 
 Historic Landmark, people report hearing 
 screams and seeing images in the windows 
 and on the grounds of the gothic building.

 However, there is more to Lewis County 
 than the hospital.  During the last hunting 
 season, there were stories of a mysterious 
 “Black Thing” that came out of the woods.  
 Seven foot tall with dark red eyes, it 
 approached a hunter.  Bullets to the chest 
 of the monster produced no blood and no 
 body.  It has not been seen again but 
 sometimes, the local animals stop in their 
 tracks and the woods go silent as if hiding 
 an unknown entity.

 Let’80’s move on to the Raleigh County 
 Courthouse.  This 80-year old building is 
 the site of many encounters with a 
 shadowy figure that lurks in the back of the 
 courtroom and jury room.  As late as 2000, 
 the state’s main newspaper, the Charleston 
 Gazette, reported a presence in the circuit 
 court.  It is even said the image was 
 captured on the Art Deco courthouse’s 
 closed circuit security system. 

 There are reports in Nicholas County 
 of a ghostly figure that walks Route 19 
 near Mile Marker 13 and of apparitions 
 from Indian massacres but for those who 
 like a little more history to their ghost 
 stories, consider the civil war ghost of 
 Powell Mountain.  If you are brave 
 enough to visit the site in the early 
 morning hours, you may see a headless 
 Confederate soldier riding down the 
 mountain towards you.  As the story 
 goes, the soldier was murdered by 
 Union soldiers while attempting to 
 protect the rest of his scouting party.  
 His grave is located at the top of the 

 mountain near the location where he 
 was killed.

 More recent tragedies also have 
 been the foundation of new 
 hauntings.  A plane crash at the 
 Mercer County Airport on an icy 
 runway that killed all aboard is 
 believed to be the cause of the 
 airport’s haunting.  Personnel who 
 work the airport at night tell of chills 
 that run down the spine and the 
 feeling of being watched.  Banging 
 can also be heard throughout the 
 building by those present in the early 
 morning hours.  

 Summers County has its fair share 
 of ghost stores, too.  Among them, 
 the stories at the former Pence 
 Springs Hotel.  The hotel has a 
 history that spans over a hundred 

 years.  From a grand hotel to the prison 
 for women, the property has been the site 
 of many reported stories, where the 
 apparitions of female prisoners walk the 
 grounds alongside the ghost of the turn-
 of-the-century rich who used to stay at the 
 resort to take in the healing waters.

 And finally, our haunted travels end in 
 Monongalia County, home of West 
 Virginia University.  There is rumored to 
 be a ghost cow at Woodburn Hall, said to 
 be the object of a student prank in the 
 early days of the school that ended in 
 tragedy for the cow that can still be heard 
 today, mooing from the building’s clock 
 tower.  The downtown Library is haunted 
 by the ghost of an employee who fell 
 down an elevator shaft during 
 maintenance but remains at his job in his 
 ghostly form.  Legend also tells us about a 
 little girl in yellow that haunts Stewart 
 Hall, site of the former cemetery where 
 she was originally buried.

 If your travels take you to Tamarack or 
 any of the state parks or visitor center gift 
 shops, you will find many books available 
 for purchase that tell of these and other 
 stories of haunted West Virginia.  

 We encourage you to visit West Virginia 
 this fall and admire the glorious fall 
 foliage but remember - while you are 
 traveling, be careful to look for things that 
 go bump in the night!  It may truly make a 
 trip to West Virginia an experience to 
 thrill you!

 A spooky fountain at the Raleigh County Courthouse in Beckley.   (Photo credit: Kimberly Bowen)

 Fall and Halloween activities will be happening at 
 the Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum in Lewis County.
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 Top 10
 Reasons
 to Come
 Home!

 Recommended
 Inc., Forbes, Kiplinger’s Personal Finance 
 and  Where to Retire  list West Virginia cities 
 among the country’s best places for business 
 and living.

 Central
 We’re within overnight trucking distance of 
 more than half of the U.S. population - and a 
 third of the Canadian population.

 Profitable
 Business costs are 13 percent below the U.S. 
 average.

 Growing
 The state has attracted $6.6 billion in new 
 investment and almost 23,000 new jobs since 
 2005.

 Global
 Investments from 23 countries employ 22,000 
 West Virginians. Meanwhile, we exported $3.97 
 billion in 2007.

 Affordable
 Living costs are 4.5 percent below the U.S. 
 average.

 Safe
 The state has one of the lowest crime rates in 
 the country.

 Home
 Low property taxes help West Virginia lead the 
 nation in home ownership.

 Popular
 Eleven million overnight leisure travelers visited 
 the mountain state last year.

 Natural
 West Virginia’s 50 state parks and forests offer 
 more than 800 miles of hiking trails and 5,000 
 acres of fishing waters..

 “Whether you are 

 looking for 

 excellent retiree 

 services, safe 

 communities, 

 exceptional 

 healthcare facilities 

 or a low cost of 

 living, our state 

 offers this and so 

 much more.”
 - Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin
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 Mountain Lakes Designated Retirement Community

 Calendar of Events

 For more information about events contact Mountain 
 Lakes CVB, 888-238-8881 or visit  

 www.mountainlakescvbwv.com or contact Lewis County 
 Chamber of Commerce, 304-269-2608 or visit 

 www.lcchamber.org.

 Experience Lewis County!

 WV Museum of American Glass Open Mon. Tues. 
 Thurs. Fri. and Sat. noon – 4 free admission
 WVU Jackson’s Mill Farmstead General Store Open 
 Tuesday through Saturday 9:00am-5:00pm
 October - Historical and Haunted Tours - TALA
 October 1- Christmas Shoppe Open - Stonewall Resort
 October 10 – 12 - Fall Festival - TALA
 October 14 - LC Chamber Annual Dinner - WVU 
 Jackson’s Mill
 October 15-16- Storytelling Festival - WVU Jackson’s 
 Mill
 October 19 - Cameo Magician Birthday Charity Bash - 
 Museum of American Glass
 October 19 - Jane Lew Lions Club Pitt Beef Dinner - 
 Jane Lew Community Center
 October 23 - Fright Night - Shop N Save Express
 October 24 – 26 - Governors One Shot Hunt - 
 Stonewall Resort
 October 25 - Asylum Ball - TALA
 October 31 - Halloween Buffet - WVU Jackson’s Mill
 November 1 - Artists for Art Holiday Charity Auction - 
 Museum of American Glass
 November 8 - Mystery and Mania Theater  - TALA
 November 11 - Veteran’s Day Appreciation Day - 
 Robin’s Nest Family Restaurant
 November 11 - Vet Together - Military Museum
 November 21 - Thanksgiving Buffet - WVU Jackson’s 
 Mill
 November 27- Thanksgiving Dinner - Stonewall Resort
 November 29 - Weston Christmas Parade - Downtown 
 Weston
 November 29- Model Train Weekend - Stonewall 
 Resort
 November 29 - Small Business Saturday - County 
 wide
 November 29 - Holiday Open House - Candle 
 Creations
 November 30 - Jane Lew Christmas Parade - 
 Downtown Jane Lew
 December 6 - Glass Ornament Class - Museum of 
 American Glass
 December - Haunted Tours - TALA
 December 7,14,21 - Sunday Brunch with Santa - 
 Stonewall Resort
 December 13 - Christmas Home Tour - TBA
 December 12 - Holiday Buffet & Winter Lights - WVU 
 Jackson’s Mill
 December 13 - Breakfast with Santa - Robin’s Nest 
 Family Restaurant
 December 13 - Breakfast with Santa - WVU Jackson’s 
 Mill
 December 20 - Wild World of Animals - Stonewall 
 Resort
 December 25 - Christmas Day Dinner  - Robin’s Nest 
 Family Restaurant
 December 25 - Christmas at Stonewall - Stonewall 
 Resort
 December 31 - New Years Eve Celebration - Stonewall 
 Resort
 January - Haunted Tours - TALA
 February - Haunted Tours - TALA
 February 14 - Valentines Day Dinner - Robin’s Nest 
 Family Restaurant
 February 14 - Valentines Day Dinner - Stonewall 
 Resort
 February 14 - Valentines Day Dinner - Thyme Bistro
 February 14 - Chocolate tasting at WV Museum of 
 American Glass
 March - Friday Night Buffett every Friday 5:00-8:00 - 
 Deerfield Country Club
 March 6-8 - Culinary Classic - Stonewall Resort

 Fall and winter scenes are abundant at WVU Jackson’s Mill.

 The WV Museum of American 
 Glass shares the diverse and rich 
 history of glass.

 Enjoy indoor and outdoor activities at Stonewall Resort.

 Experience fall and Halloween 
 events at the Asylum.

 Deerfield Country Club 
 provides a beautiful nine hole 
 regulation golf course dressed 
 in fall’s finest colors



 Kevin Lucky, 
 D.D.S.

 110 Johnstown Road
 Beckley, WV 25801

 304-255-0717

 Mountain Roads Mountain Roads
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 Calendar of Events

 Toll Free 1-800-446-6161 Toll Free 1-800-446-6161
 www.Jancare.com

 Jan Care
 Ambulance
 Service Inc.

 Jan Care
 Ambulance
 Service Inc.
 “The Only 

 One To Call”

 Follow RetireWV on Facebook
 October 3 -5 - October Sky Rocket Boys 
 Festival 304-256-1776 / 304-256-1747
 October 4 – 17th Annual Beckley Half 
 Marathon, 5K Run & 5K Walk                    
 877-987-3847
 October 4 – Beckley’s 24th Annual Chili 
 Night 304-256-1776
 October 25 – Tailgate Halloween by Youth 
 Museum of Southern WV 304-252-3730
 October 25 - YMCA Southern WV 
 Spooktacular Family Fun Fest 304-252-0175
 November 7-21 - Wonderland of Trees by 
 United Way Southern WV 304-253-2111
 November 11 – Beckley Veteran’s Day Parade 
 304-256-1776
 November 27 – Annual YMCA 
 Thanksgiving Day Run & Walk  304-252-0715
 November 28-29 - Appalachian Coal Town 
 Christmas Celebration 304-256-1747
 December 5-6 - Appalachian Coal Town 
 Christmas Celebration 304-256-1747
 December 6 - Beckley’s Christmas Parade 
 304-256-1776
 December 6-7 – Appalachian Bible College 
 Christmas Concert 304-877–6428
 December – Winterplace Ski Resort Opens 
 800-607-7669

 Area Online Event Sources
 www.brccc.com Beckley Raleigh County Chamber 
 of Commerce
 www.visitwv.com Visit Southern West Virginia
 www.beckley.org City of Beckley
 www.raleighcountyevents.com Raleigh County 
 Convention & Visitors Bureau
 www.beckleyevents.com  Community Events 
 Calendar
 www.tamarackwv.com Tamarack ‘The Best of WV”
 www.nps.gov/neri/index.htm New River Gorge 
 National River
 www.wvstateparks.com WV State Parks
 www.ymcaswv.com YMCA of Southern WV
 www.raleighseniors.org Commission on Aging 
 Raleigh County
 www.beckleyartgallery.com Beckley Art Group 
 Gallery
 http://rcpl.lib.wv.us/ Raleigh County Library
 www.beckleyconventioncenter.com Beckley 
 Convention Center
 www.winterplace.com Winterplace Ski Resort
 www.danielvineyards.com Daniel Vineyards
 www.theatrewestvirginia.com Theatre WV 
 Outdoor Dramas
 www.shopcrossroads.com Crossroads Mall

 Southern West Virginia is known for its beautiful mountains, 
 scenic valleys, and back country roads that wind from one town 
 to the next.  And usually, when we show photographs of southern 
 West Virginia, we often showcase the scenery in bright sunlight 
 or dappled light through the trees. 

 But what about after dark? 
 Well, that’s a whole different environment. The trees that are so 

 welcoming in broad daylight look a little menacing at night. And 
 as the fog creeps up from the rivers, in little wisps of white that 
 float across the roads, your imagination can see things that aren’t 
 there. Or are they...

 Here are a few places in our area where there might be more 
 than meets the eye! 

 Ghost Tours of Beckley
 Ghost Tours of Beckley owner John Luckton came to the ghost 

 tour business via Civil War reenactments. While visiting 
 Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, Luckton was inspired to start offering 
 ghost tours in his home state. Starting in Lewisburg nearly 20 
 years ago, Luckton expanded to Fayetteville and then to Beckley. 

 The candlelight Beckley walking tour covers some classic 
 downtown buildings like the Raleigh County Courthouse and 
 Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Theatre. 

 Soldiers Memorial was built in 1931 as a memorial to WWI 
 soldiers. When it was being built, a portion of it collapsed, and 
 although no one was killed, some think that the building got off 
 to a bad start! 

 Through the years, Soldiers Memorial has housed the Beckley 
 library, art galleries, a performance center, the local YMCA, and 
 a church.

 There have been reports of cold spots, disembodied voices, an 
 invisible saxophonist, and some unexplained noises.  Some 
 people have reported seeing a man dressed in gray and others 
 have heard the sounds of children playing when there are no 
 children around. 

 Another visit on Ghost Tours of Beckley is the Raleigh County 

 Courthouse, located on Beckley’s Main Street. Built in the 
 1930s, the courthouse is rumored to be home to a female 
 apparition in a red dress. Her identity is unknown, but she is 
 thought to be either a former employee or a relative of 
 someone convicted in the courthouse. 

 Haunted Sites

 Soldiers and Sailors Memorial being built. Did an early construction accident lead to the building b eing haunted?  (Photo credit: Scott Worley)

 Soldiers and Sailors Memorial building at night
 Photo credit: Kimberly Bowen
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 Kevin Bailey,
 D.D.S.

 411 Carriage Drive
 Beckley, WV 25801

 304-252-4897

 Jack Tanner, Executive 
 Director

 Raleigh County
 Beckley, WV 25801

  304-255-1397
 www.raleighseniors.org

 Beckley ARH Hospital
 Appalachian Regional Healthcare

 The Medical Centers of the Mountains

 255-3000

 408 Timberidge Drive, 
 Beckley�

 252-5452

 (304) 252-9400

 1708 Harper Road, Beckley 25801

 304-255-0134

 Historical Tourism
 Scott Worley, historian of the Raleigh County Historical Society, says 

 Beckley actually has lots of stories to tell – and although they may include 
 unexplained events, they don’t always mean ghosts. 

 “At Wildwood House [home of city founder General Alfred Beckley], there 
 was a time when people reported hearing clicks. Click, click, click – at unusual 
 times. What was it? Carpenter bees – when we got rid of them, the sounds went 
 away, too!”

 Not that Worley debunks all the ghost stories around Beckley; in fact, he says 
 he’s experienced several unusual occurrences in his many years of exploring 
 Beckley’s history. 

 “There is an interesting Wildwood Cemetery story about vandals who broke 
 into a crypt belonging to the Prince family,” says Worley. “They stole the skull 
 of ‘Bub’ Prince, a prominent Beckley businessman in the middle to late 1800s. 
 The skull was thrown off a bridge and has not been seen again. However, 
 sometimes the crypt door is found ajar, even when large pieces of marble have 
 been installed to hold in place!”

 Another prominent early Beckley family was the Bair family, who owned one 
 of the first auto dealerships in the county. One of the brothers had a reputation 
 as a prankster. The Church Street Cafe’, located in a house that once belonged 
 to the Bair family, was sometimes subject to having place settings moved 
 around in the cafe’ and items would also seem to re-locate from a sideboard to 
 another room when no one was around.  

 Worley and his wife, Cindy, have offered various historical tours in and 
 around the Raleigh County area, including for the Boy Scouts, and other groups 
 who visit Beckley. 

 “I appreciate the stories that have a slightly supernatural edge to them,” says 
 Worley. “But I also like putting the stories in historical context, because even 
 without a ghost, Beckley and Raleigh County have a lot of great stories to 
 offer.”

 Fright Nights
 Photo credit: 
 The Resort at Glade Springs

 Wildwood House of Beckley
 Photo credit: Kimberly Bowen

 The Prince mausoleum at 
 Wildwood Cemetery
 Photo credit: Scott Worley

 Fright Nights at The Resort at Glade Springs 
 If you really want to scare yourself silly, Fright Nights at The Resort at Glade Springs runs for th e last three 

 weekends in October and Halloween night. It’s an outdoor haunted attraction – open during rain or sn ow. 
 This is the fifth year that Frights Nights has been presented at Glade Springs. Drawing on local tal ent to 

 provide the ghosts and ghouls, Fright Nights offers a new attraction this year called “Movie Mayhem  Haunted 
 Trail.”As the website says, “late at night the dim flickering images of carnage and chaos, monsters  and madmen 
 leave the screen and enter the real world looking for fresh victims to star in their latest horrors! ”

 Other attractions at Fright Nights include “3D Nightmare,” “Uncle Hershel’s Ride of Terror,”and “Zom bie 
 Hunt,” a laser tag experience where your job is to shoot gruesome zombies before they can bite you!

 John Howerton Honda is the presenting sponsor for Fright Nights. And in a show of community support,  a 
 portion of ticket sales is donated to the United Way of Southern West Virginia. 
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 Greater Morgantown DRC

 Activities, Fairs & Festivals
 Want more information? 

 Call 1-800-458-7373 
 or visit us at www.tourmorgantown.com

 Sept 20 Open Climbing at Coopers Rock
 Sept 25-28  Preston County Buckwheat Festival

 Nov 14-16 WV Arts &  Crafts Christmas 
 Spectacular

 Arts Monongahela
 Want more information? 

 Call 304-291-6720 or visit us at 
 www.artsmon.org

 Monongalia County Parks
 Chestnut Ridge Park

 Want more information? 
 Call 304-594-1773 or visit us at 

 www.chestnutridgepark.com

 Camp Muffly 4-H Camp
 Want more information? 

 Call 304-284-8484
 Mason-Dixon Historical Park

 Want more information? 
 Call 304-879-4101 or visit us at 

 www.masondixonhistoricalpark.com
 Monongalia Arts Center

 Want more information?  
 Call 304-292-3325 or visit us at 

 www.monarts.bizland.com
 Tuesdays Life Drawing Studio Sessions

 Thursdays Morgantown Poets 
  (Third Thursday/month)
 Thursdays Bluegrass Jam
 Saturdays Drum Circle 

 (First and Second Saturdays/month)
 Osher  Lifelong Learning Institute

 Want more information? 
 Call 304-293-1793 or visit us at 

 www.olliatwvu.org
 Senior Monongalians, Inc.

 Want more information? 
 Call 304-296-9812 or visit us at 

 www.seniormons.org
 West Virginia Botanic Garden

 Want more information? 
 Call 304-594-0153 or visit us at 

 www.wvbg.org
 Sept 21 Fall Mushroom Walk

 Oct 19 Nature Photography Workshop
 West Virginia Public Theatre

 Want more information? 
 Call 1-877-999-9878 or visit us at 

 www.wvpublictheatre.com
 Nov 29 - Dec 21 Mary Poppins
 West Virginia University

 Want more information? 
 Call 304-293-SHOW or visit us at 

 http://calendar.wvu.edu/
 Sept 20 WVU vs. Okhahoma

 Oct 4 WVU vs. Kansas
 Oct 18 WVU vs. Baylor

 Calendar of Events

 The colors of Fall - we have them All!
 Orange, red, yellow, and 

 brown---all of these colors 
 have something in common: 
 they scatter the greater 
 Morgantown area during fall, 
 creating one of the most gor -
 geous scenes in the country. 
 Peering over a scenic overlook 
 like the one located at Coopers 
 Rock State Park, you can take 
 in the rolling mountains, spot -
 ted with fall colors like a 
 patchwork quilt. Coopers 
 Rock not only offers family 
 and individuals a place to get 
 away in the summer, but in fall 
 and winter as well. Sheltered 
 picnic areas equipped with fire 
 places provide a quaint venue 
 to enjoy a family get together 
 or an afternoon with your sig -
 nificant other. 

 The scenic overlook provides 
 a perfect opportunity for leaf 
 peeping season. Overlooking 
 the Cheat Lake Gorge and 
 located close to the pavilion 
 areas, make it easy for those 
 who want to stay warm but 
 enjoy the cool fall air, as well. 
 For those who don’t mind the 
 cooler temperatures, Coopers Rock also offers nearly 50 miles of 
 hiking and biking trails. Although the trails wind throughout the 
 forest, the most popular trail is the Henry Clay Iron Furnace 
 Trail. The trail leads to a historic stone structure which used to 
 be used for producing iron in the 1800s. 

 Located just 15 minutes outside of Morgantown, Coopers Rock 
 has a lot to offer for families visiting the area. Just 5 minutes 
 away from Coopers Rock, Chestnut Ridge Park and Campground 
 also offers several activities and amenities. While also offering 
 hiking, biking and fishing areas, Chestnut Ridge also offers camp 
 sites and cabins, rock climbing and skiing, snowboarding or sled -
 ding during those cold, winter months. Sand Springs 
 Campground is also located next to Chestnut Ridge and Coopers 
 Rock, offering campsites, swimming, hiking, fishing and more. 
 Enjoying fall and winter in the greater Morgantown area is an 
 easy feat if you are looking for outdoor activities.  A new addi -
 tion to this part of the forest is the WVU Adventure Challenge 
 Course.  The course offers 4 zip-lines, an aerial bridge and a tan -
 dem rappel station.  It’s an exciting way to see the forest and get 
 the thrill of an outdoor adventure!

 Several miles away in Preston 
 County, Cathedral State Park offers 
 breathtaking scenery in the fall and 
 winter. Simply the scenic drive to the 
 state park provides views most states 
 can’t offer. After twisting and turning 
 along RR 50, the town of Aurora 
 offers home-cooked meals at 
 Melanie’s Restaurant and a peaceful 
 walk through along paths at Cathedral 
 State Park. Cathedral is an ancient 
 hemlock forest of majestic propor -
 tions, and one of the last living com -
 memorations of the vast virgin hem -
 lock forest which once flourished in 
 the Appalachian highlands. Trees up 
 to 90 feet in height and 21 feet in cir -
 cumference form cloisters in the park. 

 Throughout the woods, eastern hemlock 
 is the dominant species.  Over 170 spe -
 cies of vascular flora have been cata -
 logued; to include 9 species of fern, 3 
 club moss, over 30 tree species (17 
 broad leaf) and over 50 species of wild -
 flowers.

 Interested in history? Take a tour of 
 downtown Morgantown using the 
 Historic Downtown Walking tour, with 
 audio available at the front desk of the 
 Historic Clarion Hotel Morgan. These 
 easy to use, MP3 handhelds allow you 
 to venture through town at your own 
 pace and enjoy the architecture that 
 makes the downtown landscape so var -
 ied.  

 Also, take time to visit Arthurdale, 
 one of Eleanor Roosevelt’s first home -
 stead settlements in the nation. Historic 
 tours are given of many of the original 
 buildings, featuring the center hall, old 
 gas station, a blacksmith shop and even 
 old homes that have been restored. 
 Prickett’s Fort is located just south of 
 Morgantown and provides a look into 
 the past as visitors encounter historical 
 interpreters, a reconstructed fort, the 
 Job Prickett House, and recreated 
 Indian housing. Prickett’s Fort was 
 originally constructed in 1774 as a 

 place of refuge from Indian attacks on early settlers. A short and sce -
 nic fall drive to Rowlesburg, tourists in the Greater Morgantown 
 area can also visit Cannon Hill, the site for the historical Battle of 
 Rowlesburg. Rowlesburg also offers a WWII museum, located in the 
 Szilagyi Center (the town’s old high school). The Rowlesburg 
 Revitalization Committee has worked diligently to arrange the 
 museum including old photographs, model train exhibits and more. 
 The Szilagyi Center is also home to River City Cafe.  

 Several fall events take place in the area as well. The annual 
 Preston County Buckwheat Festival, featuring parades, carnival 
 rides, livestock shows and buckwheat cakes takes place the last 
 Thursday through Sunday of September. WV Wine and Jazz Festival 
 fills the woods with music at Camp Muffly during September 27 & 
 28.  And the Main Street Morgantown “Arts Walk” brings folks out 
 to experience the downtown on Friday, September 26 with local art -
 ists and musicians blending with the downtown retail and dining 
 venues.  

 The Greater Morgantown area thrives on art and culture, as well. 
 Take a trip to the Monongalia Arts Center for a look at several dif -
 ferent art galleries. MT Pockets Theatre Company performs plays 

 year round at the MAC located in downtown 
 Morgantown and the WVU Creative Arts Center 
 offers art projects and theater shows open to the 
 public.  The area also offers three movie theaters 
 and two bowling alleys for those nights when it’s 
 too cold to be outside. Families can create works 
 of art by visiting the WOW Factory, located in 
 Star City. The WOW Factory provides a chance 
 for kids and adults to show off their artistic side 
 through paint, glass fusing or mosaics.

  The Greater Morgantown area offers a variety 
 of attractions, whether it is outside or inside, 
 whether you are planning a week here or traveling 
 through for the day.  If you are visiting West 
 Virginia in the Fall and Winter, there is no better 
 place to be than the Greater Morgantown area.   
 Visit tourmorgantown.com for a complete cal -
 endar of events and start planning your trip today!

 Welcome to Morgantown, WV!
 “#1 Best City in America”

 –  BIZJOURNALS . COM

 Mention this ad and receive free relocation 
 information from the Morgantown Area 
 Chamber of Commerce.  

 1-800-618-2525
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 For more information on traveling in WV 

 call 1-800-CALLWVA.
 For more information on retirement 

 opportunities in WV, 

 call 1-877-WVRETIRE.

 WIN A FREE STAY AT A WEST VIRGINIA STATE PARK  WIN A FREE STAY AT A WEST VIRGINIA STATE PARK 

 December 15, 2014.

 C O M P L E T E  A N D  
 R E T U R N  T H I S  

 R E A D E R S  
 S U R V E Y  t o :



 For additional information, contact:
 Audrey Williams, Executive Director

 Nicholas County Alive! DRC
 P.O. Box 385

 Summersville, WV 26651-0385
 email: nichdrc@gmail.com

 (304) 872-1112
 Summersville Chamber of Commerce

 (304) 872-1588
 email: info@summersvillechamber.com
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 J&J Body/Frame 
 & Towing, Inc.

 24 Hour Towing & Road Service
 Body Shop & Auto Repair

 3664 Canvas Nettie Rd.
 Canvas, WV 26662

 304-872-0952
 Joe Humphreys, Owner

 AAA Accepted • M/C & Visa Accepted
 Heavy Hauling In-State & Out-of-State

 City of
 Richwood
 partners

 with seniors
 partners

 with seniors

 October 5-11 ‚ Annual Mountain 
 Color Art Show
 City Hall, Richwood.
 Info 304-846-6782
 Last Of October ‚ Annual Community
 Halloween Block Party
 Summersville. Info 304-872-1211
 Last Of October ‚ Annual Harvest Party
 Richwood.  Info 304-846-6790
 November 15 ‚Annual Holiday 
 Extravaganza Arts & Crafts Show
 Summersville Armory Arena.
 Info 304-872-3722
 November 8 ‚15th Annual Thanksgiving
 Gospel Sing
 Old Main Building, Summersville.
 Info 304-872-1112
 First December ‚Annual Richwood 
 Christmas Parade
 Downtown Richwood.
 Info 304-846-2591
 First Of December ‚ Annual Summersville
 Christmas Parade
 Downtown Summersville.
 Info 304-872-1211
 First Of December ‚ Annual Christmas
 Arts & Crafts Show
 Nicholas County High School, 
 Summersville
 Info 304-872-2141
 January 3, 2015 ‚ 10th Annual New Year
 Community Benefit Gospel Sing
 Summersville Baptist Church, 
 Summersville.
 Info 304-872-1112
 First Of March 2015 ‚ Annual Home 
 & Garden Show
 Summersville.
 Info 304-742-6320
 April 18, 2015 ‚ Annual Feast 
 Of The Ramson
 Richwood High School, Richwood
 Info 304-846-6790

 CALENDAR OF EVENTS:

 The Nicholas County Courthouse

 The Nicholas County Courthouse  is located in the center of the Town of Summersville 
 in Nicholas County. The Courthouse, additions, and Jail encompass an entire city block 
 bounded by Main Street, Whortleberry Avenue, Court Street, and Church Street.  The 
 Nicholas County Courthouse is on the National Register of Historical Places.

 Nicholas County was formed in 1818 and Summersville was formed in 1820.  
 Summersville was established as the county seat of Nicholas County.  The first County 
 buildings were constructed including a log jail 1819 - 1824, a stone jail 1826 - 1906, and the 
 first Courthouse which was a 30x40 two story frame structure in 1820.  The condition of 
 that Courthouse was determined to be unfit for use in 1882.

 Construction began on  the current Courthouse  in May 1896 and was dedicated on April 
 13, 1898.  Made from local ashlar Gilbert Sandstone, the building is early Colonial Revival 
 Style (see photo). The Courthouse building houses both County government offices and the 
 Circuit Court (see courtroom photo). 

 The  current Jail  was built in 1910 and is located beside the Courthouse.  It is, also, 
 constructed of the same local sandstone and is three stories tall. When it was used full time 
 as a jail, there were 16 cells on each floor and had bunk beds for at least 48 inmates.  The old 
 sliding jail bars are still there, but are not used (see photo); a few jail cells (with attached to 
 the wall bunk beds) still exist, but, are used only for storage; a cell that was used as a 
 bathroom still exists complete with shower, sink, and commode (but not used); and the 
 kitchen still exists and is being used.  Currently, the whole building is not being used to hold 
 inmates.  Only a section of the Jail building is used as a holding facility until the inmates are 
 transported to the Regional Jail.  The rest of the building is used for storage.

 An addition to the Courthouse building  was built in 1940 and connects the original 
 Courthouse to the Jail (see the 2 photos).  The addition is constructed of the same local 
 sandstone and reflects the Art Deco motif.  It houses offices on all floors.

 Now you know some of the history of the Nicholas County Courthouse.  Inside the 
 building you will find history of births, deaths, marriages, property ownerships, plus who 
 knows what else.  And just think of the history the walls themselves of the Courthouse could 
 tell you.  Can you just hear them tell their stories?  But, remember, they are not haunted - 
 just full of stories and history.

 SITES FULL OF HISTORY, BUT NOT HAUNTED
 What do these local landmark sites - The Nicholas County Courthouse, The Old Main Building, and the  Gravesite of Nancy Hart have 

 in common?  History - unique, sometimes overlapping, local history.



 421 Main Street
 Summersville, WV 26651

 304-872-2777
 NEIGHBORS CARING FOR NEIGHBORS

 FREE Home deliveries of prescriptions 
 in Nicholas County and Cowen

 “It’s nice to know you have a neighbor that cares.”

 NICHOLAS PHARMACY
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 Sheltered Workshop of 
 Nicholas County, Inc.

 Sheltered Workshop of 
 Nicholas County, Inc.

 DBA Bright Horizons

 304-742-6202 304-742-6202
 • Graphics • UPS  Shipping

 • Document Shredding
 • Bottled Water Distribution

 16810 Webster Road
 PO Box 730

 Craigsville, WV 26205

 www.swnicholas.com
 Community Rehabilitation Program

  New River Trading
 613 Hughes Streets
 Summersville, WV

 - OPEN -
 Monday - Saturday 

 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
 (304) 872-3137

 We Buy:  Ginseng , 
 Yellow Root and 

 Other Root and Herbs 
 Call for price and full list

 Fo res t • Streams • Dreams

 Monongahela National Forest Is Your Back Door

 B RUCE  D ONALDSON , P RESIDENT

 190 Middletown Road
 Richwood, WV 26261

 (304) 846-2862

 433 Craigsville Road, Suite 2
 Craigsville, WV 26205

 FAST, DEPENDABLE SERVICE!

 304-742-5001
 Hours: M-F 9AM-7PM

 SAT 9AM-2PM • SUN. Closed

 William A. 
 McCourt, Jr.

 500 Court St.
 Summersville, WV 26651

 304-872-5651 (Phone)
 304-872-5652 (Fax)

 LOSCH &
 MCCOURT, PLLC

 Nancy Hart—Gravesite of Nancy Hart

 You cannot tell about her gravesite without first telling 
 about  Nancy Hart .  Who was she?  When and where was 
 she born?  Where did she live and when did she live there?  
 When did she die?  Different stories and opinions exist as 
 to the answer to these and other questions about Nancy 
 Hart.  But, there are a few things that are agreed upon that 
 we want to share with you.

 Nancy Hart was a Confederate guide and spy in the West 
 Virginia area (then Virginia) during the Civil War.  She 
 knew guns, was a great shot, and she knew the area well.  
 Nancy joined the Confederate militia in the region called 
 The Moccasin Rangers and became a valuable asset.

 In July 1862, Nancy was captured by Union troops led by 
 Lt. Col. William Starr who were headquartered in 
 Summersville.  She was taken to Summersville as a 
 prisoner.  While she was being held there, an itinerant 
 photographer took the now famous photo of Nancy Hart 
 (see photo).

 Then on a hot July day, Nancy talked a young soldier who was guarding her to let her hold his 
 gun.  He did.  Then, she shot him, killed him, and escaped on Col. Starr’s horse.  One week later, 
 Nancy returned to Summersville along with the Confederate Cavalry under command of Major 
 Bailey.  They captured the entire force including Col. Starr and burned several buildings in 
 Summersville.  After that, nothing was seen or heard of Nancy as an active Confederate spy during 
 the rest of the Civil War. 

 After the Civil War ended, Nancy married her sweetheart and fellow Moccasin Ranger, Joshua 
 Douglas.  They lived in Spring Creek in Greenbrier County where they raised two sons.  Nancy 
 was buried on Manning Knob located near the Nicholas and Greenbrier county lines close to 
 Richwood (see photos).  One of Nancy’s two granddaughters lived in Richwood.

 Nancy Hart’s story has been told in articles, books, and plays.  Susan Johnson is a writer and 
 teacher who lives in Richwood.  She is the author of two plays about Nancy.  “Bury Me By Nancy” 
 was performed in 1992 in Richwood and in 1993 in 
 Summersville on the Old Main Building lawn.  Susan, also, 
 wrote “Nancy Hart Live!” as a one-woman play which has 
 been produced several times.  Nancy’s story is, also, on a sign 
 on the Nicholas County Courthouse lawn.

 Now you know some of the history of Nancy Hart and her 
 gravesite.  Think of the stories the land of Summersville and 
 the surrounding forests could tell you about Nancy.  They 
 know the real stories, the real history.  Do you hear them 
 speaking?  Listen. But, remember, they are not haunted—just 
 full of stories and history.

 Richwood 
 Convention and 
 Visitors Bureau
 38 Edgewood Avenue
 Richwood, WV 26261

 304-846-9218
 Working for 
 Richwood

 The Old Main (The Old Main Arts & Heritage Center)

 Sitting stately on a hill overlooking downtown 
 Summersville is  The Old Main Building  (see 
 the 2 photos).  The  “Old Main”  is the original 
 former Nicholas County High School (NCHS) 
 building built in 1913.  Just like the Courthouse, 
 it is built with local quarry stone and is a 
 Renaissance-Revival style building with 3 levels 
 (see 2 photos).  The Old Main is located on Old 
 Main Drive, Summersville.

 The Old Main first opened its’ doors to stu -
 dents on September 15, 1914.  It was utilized as 
 part of the Nicholas County High School campus 
 from 1914—1978 and as part of the 
 Summersville Junior High School campus from 
 1978—1991.  (Both of these schools were moved 
 to new buildings in a different location in 
 Summersville.) For several years, the Nicholas 
 County Board of Education used Old Main for 
 offices and storage.

 The Old Main Building was placed on the 
 National Register of Historic Places in 1989.  In 
 1990 The Nicholas Old Main Foundation was 
 formed to preserve the building and develop it 
 into a regional culture and educational facility to 
 promote heritage, education, and cultural arts.  
 The 25,000 square-foot stone building and 
 approximately three acres of land was deeded to 
 the Foundation by the Nicholas County Board of 
 Education in 1994.

 Since that time, The Foundation has restored 
 and maintained the Old Main through grants and donations and has developed it into 
 an ongoing historical and cultural facility— The Old Main Arts & Heritage Center.

 The Old Main Arts & Heritage Center  has eight Museums to visit—The 
 Veterans Museum (see photo), The Pioneer Families Museum, Artifacts and Industries 
 Museum, Civil War Museum, Home Sweet Home of Yesterday Museum (see photo), 
 One Room School Museum (which includes old NCHS memorabilia), The Library, and 
 The Animal Room.  

 The walls of the main floor hallway are lined with framed NCHS class pictures for 
 viewing.  Even if you did not attend school there, you are looking at history through the 
 ages— the different hair styles throughout the years, etc.

 The Old Main Arts & Heritage Center has a 250 seat auditorium with lighting and 
 sound (see photo); several rooms, and a fully equipped and operational kitchen and din -
 ing room that can be rented for meetings, conferences, workshops, class reunions, wed -
 dings, concerts, plays, and much more.  The local community utilizes the facility for 
 many functions and visitors to the area are invited to use the building for events, as well.  
 A chair-lift is available to provide accessibility to all three floors for attending events and 
 the Museums.

 Now you know some of the history of “The Old Main”.  Inside this building you will 
 find history, also.  For generations, many students roamed the halls of Old Main. For the 
 past several years, the community has roamed the halls of the Old Main Arts & 
 Heritage Center while attending events and visiting the Museums.  And yes, just think 
 of the history the walls of Old Main could tell you.  Listen—can you hear them talking?  
 Stories of youthful days of yester-year?  Stories to tell and share of sights and sounds of 
 recent visits?  Can you just hear them tell their stories?  But, remember, they are not 
 haunted—just full of stories, memories, and history. 

 An Invitation To Visit
 We invite you to visit our local landmarks so we can 

 share more of our history with you.  By the way, did you 
 find the overlapping history of these three landmarks?  
 Our local history is fascinating.  We invite you to come 
 and hear for yourself.  Listen!

 Audrey Williams
 Executive Director
 Nicholas County Alive! DRC
 Note:

 *Photos and information for this article were provided by:  
 NC Sheriff’s Department, Stanley Adkins, NC Historic 
 Landmark Commission, Nicholas Old Main Foundation, 
 Susan Johnson, The Hur Herald, richwooders.com, 
 nkclifton.com, and Audrey Williams.
 *For more info on using and touring the Old Main 
 Building contact Danny Meadows at 304-872-2994.
 *For info on location/directions to Nancy Hart’s gravesite 
 contact The Richwood CVB at 304-846-9218.
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 Four Seasons Four Seasons
 History and Heritage

 Among some of the 
 most rugged mountain -
 ous terrain in all of cen -
 tral Appalachia, the 
 region surrounding the 
 Bluefields has a fas -
 cinating and highly sig -
 nificant history, dating 
 to numerous Native 
 American villages along 
 the rivers which course 
 through the beautiful if 
 foreboding landscape. 
 Pinnacle Rock State 
 Park’s pillar of granite demonstrates the forces of nature 
 which created the limestone valleys and bluestone granite 
 deposits which mark the region of the Two Virginias.

 The first Europeans entered the remote valleys in the years 
 after the American Revolution, fiercely fighting the original 
 inhabitants for possession of the rich farmlands of Mercer and 
 Tazewell counties. These settlers carved out a hardy existence, 
 farming, hunting, and assisting western settlers along the Trail 
 of the Lonesome Pine. Largely southern in sympathy during 
 the Civil War, the settlers found themselves split along state 
 lines after the birth of West Virginia in 1863. 

 However, soon after the creation of the Mountain State out 
 of the Old Dominion, large deposits of bituminous coal began 
 to attract massive industrial investment into the often 
 impenetrable mountains. Soon, the Norfolk & Western and 
 later the Virginian railroads chose the Bluefields for their 
 regional headquarters. Hundreds of coal mines opened up in 
 southern West Virginia and southwestern Virginia, bringing 
 thousands of European immigrants and African American 
 coal miners to swell the region’s population.

 Large cities such as Bluefield and Princeton sprang up to 
 serve the growing population of miners and their families who 
 mined the coal which transformed America from a rural to an 
 urban nation. The abundant and plentiful energy enabled the 
 United States to become a world power, defending democracy 
 in World War I and II. The region’s national significance was 
 demonstrated by the exclusive reliance of the United States 
 Navy upon “smokeless” coal from the region.

 With a rich past which tells the story of opportunity and 
 development, the Bluefields await a new chapter in their rich 
 and fascinating history. Notable attractions in the area include 
 the Eastern Regional Coal Archives, Mercer County War 
 Museum, Historic Crab Orchard Museum, Princeton 
 Railroad Museum and several others. 



 The New River Gateway Convention and Visitors Bureau would like to welcome you to 
 Summers County. Whether you are looking for a weekend escape, a mountain getaway or 
 relocating, Summers County offers you the best of West Virginia. From the high mountain 
 ranges, to the lower altitude river areas Summers County 
 offers below average cost of living as well as an extremely 
 low crime rate.
 If you are looking for tranquility with a bit of mountain 

 air, Summers County has that as well.
 Situated on the banks of the New River Gorge National 

 River, as well as the Bluestone National River, and The 
 Greenbrier River Summers County certainly lets you enjoy 
 many water activities, or you could boat Bluestone Lake.
 If you don’t have your “sea legs” how about a mountain 

 trail that you can hike, bike, or ride. Summers County has a 
 playful side as well.
 There are countless activities one can enjoy in Summers 

 County anytime of year. We truly are four seasons country with each season providing new 
 opportunities for recreation and relaxing. No matter the season, no matter the time, Summers 
 County is where peaceful and playful meet.
 For more information on Summers County, please contact the New River Gateway 

 Convention and Visitors Bureau at 304-466-5420 or online at www.newrivergatewaywv.com. 
 Like us on Facebook (NewRiverGateway) or Follow us on Twitter @NewRiverGateway.
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 Three Rivers Retirement Community Three Rivers Retirement Community
 Welcome to Summers County!




